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CHKV CELEBRATES  

2 5  Y E A R S 
THE END HAS COME: We can’t say thank you enough! 
This letter is being sent to our dedicated supporters of Canadians Helping Kids in 
Vietnam, established in Winnipeg in November of 1995, to provide some important 
information regarding our current efforts and the coming 2021 year.  
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Most of you will recall that once a year, we have had an annual dinner with 
approximately 200-300 supporters and with fundraisers during the evening, made it 
possible to continue our varied programs for the poor families in Vietnam. However, 
in this our 25th year, our Board of Directors has cancelled our annual dinner due 
to the current CoVID pandemic and the accompanying social distancing 
restrictions to keep everyone safe. We initially thought we could plan a dinner of 
celebration in late 2020 but multiple reports indicate the restrictions of this pandemic 
will still be in force. 

On August 30, 2020, the Board of Directors met to discuss the future work of CHKV. 
We acknowledged the invaluable help of over a thousand donors since 1995, and 
including doctors, nurses, paramedics, dentists and dental hygienists, who paid all 

the costs of running medical and dental missions in 
Vietnam. Over these 25 years, you have left a legacy in 
building 9 schools & constructing 3 playgrounds; you 
have helped families with costs of education, health care, 
bikes to get to school and transport goods for the family; 
we have rebuilt an orphanage damaged by flooding, 
added on washrooms and sleeping areas, and covered 
school costs for orphans at different centres. We hope you 
all remember that your generous donations and kindness 
have changed the lives of many of the poor in Vietnam.  
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“We hope you feel 
a real joy that 
you have 
changed so 
many lives and 
futures.” 

- CHKV
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From 1995 until 2020, our charity has continued to operate our largest initiative, 
namely our Education and Family Support Program (EFSP). At our first annual dinner 
in November 1996, six people offered to each support a family in Vietnam on a 
monthly basis and over the years, we acquired more and more supporters. The funds 
are sent in January and July and have been distributed by our representatives in 
Vietnam, namely the local Retired Teachers’ Association. Over the past 25 years, CHKV 
supporters have sponsored between 150 and 350 families each year. Just this past 
week, we saw 150 approved families in two large provinces in Vietnam receive 
monthly funding for this 2020 – 2021 period. The only real condition is that families in 
poverty must have at least one child in school with attendance confirmed yearly by 
the school principal. This ESFP program requires a lot of record keeping and 
continued financial support so that we can distribute $25 a month Canadian to the 
most destitute applicants. While we know many of us in Canada have found life more 
difficult financially during this pandemic, we have received donations from existing 
family sponsors and new sponsors. This has enabled the work of this important 
program to continue assisting families in Vietnam.  
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Now in our 25th year, we recognize that many on the CHKV Board and of the Retired 
Teachers in Vietnam, have been working hard. Some for the entire 25 years and most 
for long periods as well. While we feel proud of our grassroots collective 
achievements with you, our supporters, we regret to inform you that we are unable to 
continue the many tasks required to uphold our work in Vietnam. Although our Board 
is small, our hearts are big. With reduced help and limited volunteers available here in 
Canada, we are unable to sustain our vision and mission. We hope you will feel a real 
joy that you have changed so many lives and futures. We also hope you will accept 
our reality that many of us do not have the physical time investment needed and can 
no longer provide the commitment needed to do what we have in the past.  

We want to be honest and transparent with our supporters. There are currently 
enough funds to support our EFSP until the end of 2021. Tax receipts for this current 
year 2020 will be issued in January 2021. 
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Although we are sad to be scaling back all major charity projects, CHKV will continue 
to be a registered charity with the Government of Canada to facilitate possible 
educational medical and dental missions in the future. Our website will reflect 
these changes and we will no longer be taking donations.  
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“While we feel 
proud of our 
grassroots 
collective 
achievements 
with you, our 
supporters, we 
regret to inform 
you that we are 
unable to 
continue the 
many tasks 
required to 
uphold our work 
in Vietnam. 
Although our 
board is small, 
our hearts are 
big.” 
- CHKV
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Even though the pandemic has prevented us from 
celebrating CHKV’s 25th anniversary and final year 
with our long-time supporters this fall, we hope 
that you can join us virtually in viewing our 
video of CHKV’s last 25 years and your 
contributions in touching the lives of those less 
fortunate in far off corners of our world.  

Please visit our website at 
www.chkv.org or our Facebook 

page to see the video! 

Though thank you seems so inadequate for all of your efforts for children and families 
in Vietnam, on behalf of our Board of Directors of Canadians Helping Kids in Vietnam, 
we Thank You!  

With much gratitude,  
The Board of Directors of CHKV 
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http://www.chkv.org
https://www.facebook.com/CHKV.Inc/
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THANK YOU!!!
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